Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 294 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.049; wR factor = 0.174; data-to-parameter ratio = 20.1.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 12 H 14 O 3 , contains two independent molecules, in which the benzene rings are oriented at a dihedral angle of 72.08 (3) . In the crystal structure, intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules into centrosymmetric dimers. There are also C-HÁ Á Á contacts between aromatic CH groups and the benzene rings. 
Related literature

Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). reported herein its crystal structure.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound contains two crystallographically independent molecules of similar geometry (Fig.1) . The bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) and angles are within normal ranges and are comparable with the corresponding values in 3-(4-methoxybenzoyl)propionic acid (Ali et al., 2008) . Rings A (C2-C7) and B (C14-C19) are, of course, planar and they are oriented at a dihedral angle of 72.08 (3)°.
In the crystal structure, intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) link the molecules into centrosymmetric dimers (Fig. 2) , in which they may be effective in the stabilization of the structure. There also exist C-H···π contacts (Table 1) between the aromatic CH groups and the benzene rings.
For the preparation of the title compound, the mixture of 3-(4-methoxybenzoyl) propionic acid (2.08 g, 10 mmol) and absolute methanol (50 ml) in the presence of a few drops of suphuric acid was refluxed for 5 h. The excess of solvent was removed by distillation. The solid residue for filltered off, washed with water and recystallized from ethanol (30%) to give the title compound. Crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanol solution at room temperature (yield; 83%, m.p. 308-309 K).
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically, with C-H = 0.93, 0.97 and 0.96 Å for aromatic, methylene and methyl H, respectively, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = xU eq (C), where x = 1.5 for methyl H and x = 1.2 for all other H atoms. 
